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Traditional Judaism which believed in, and empha-
sized, the exclusively religious significance in the
Jews5 existence, looked upon the dispersion of the
Jews, for the most part, as a marking of time in the
working out of their religious destiny and the fulfil-
ment of their religious purpose in the world. That
was not the only view of the dispersion. One Rabbi
said that it furthered the ultimate purpose of the
Jews* existence. The Jews were scattered, said he,
in order that others might be converted to their
religion. Not that he, or any one else, thought of
the Jews actively seeking proselytes, but he saw a
missionary value in their scattered existence. But
in the predominant traditional view the dispersion
was a punishment for sin and a discipline of puri-
fication. It has a religious significance, but it" holds
up ** the furtherance of the religious mission, which
the prophets ascribe to the Jews, to be witnesses of
God* It may be said of Liberal Judaism, however,
that it associates the prophetic idea of the Jews*
mission with the dispersed condition of the Jews,
seeing in their dispersion an opportunity for the
exercise of their religious function.

The religious value of the Jews to the world lies
partly in their ideas, in the distinctive elements of their
faith and outlook* Jewish monotheism has a dis*